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EPA proposing emergency health declaration
• " ' • • . " - ' • ; • • . • . • . " . ' ; ' • - ; . ' . '•'t'-.^f+Si' "'.:.'''•* • ' : ' ' : • ' ' • ' • • ' • -4> ' . " . ' : ' ; ' " : ' - ' • ' • • • - ; ' * ; - , •
Move would allow government to remove asbestos-laden v^rmicjilite insulation from

Libby homes '—-' without having todojhe '^dmemt^M^^if^oj^^^b^hf^'

: Agency workers in Libby will adt he and fellow woikers.are pre--
' th îr hnccM in rh» Riich nrtmtni. • paring a request fOT the dOClBra-*

stration later this month to de- . tion. Penman! said he believes '
dare a public hearth emergency Zonolite should be removed from

• m Libby, a move that would al- Libby homes because residents
tow the agency to remove asbcs- have been exposed to dangerous
las-contaminated yermicuute is- trcmolite asbestos fibers from a
sulation frooi bnndreds of area ' numberof sources, not just the '

• homes. ... .1.
•The public health declaration

• is not a certainly and it-poses -
• many potential problems for the

Peronard said he was writing
a draft proposal for the health _
emergency declaration, which-

, - - . . . .
iir^'rproblemfwithisbes- '

toscame to nalional attention in..
iiNm-embeij 1999. when oewspa-
!pers; began. Dubli

-of sickoess and deaths
'witli asbestos,' ; . • ' - " '

A health survey conducted In !
12000*amf20pr,by the Agency foi
ToidcSubstahces'and Disease
Registry found that 18 percent of
6,600 aduHs tested had lung scar-

" "
- '• EPA and W.R. Grace and Co7 ,. , would allow the agency to re- . .

the bankrupt murd-billion'obUar move Zonolite from Libby build-
corporation that owned Libby's. ings without binding it to such .

' i. vernncuhte rjune, which once action nationwide. -
- produced the ore to make ver- Peronard said in an interview

miculitt insulation for homes, last week that saying Zonolite'
a under the brand name Zonolite.. ;jnses a health risk would be a .
. Before EPA officials m Wish- :rikjor'departure for the agency,
•£ tngton make their final call on - For 20 years, the EPA has main-

. -' the emergeocydectaratkm, > v'iauiedrlhat^jcliiinsniatioqtnod;-
'.' .lbeyTU havcto take into account nets are not ttangffrtaig'tf'fianffl^'
; that up to 15 million homes na- properly. The'agency's long-
' nonwide are insulated wilh Zo- standing arhice on Zonolite is to

' ;: aoUte. Thepoblic bealth'emer- 'ieave itaohe! •" / < - . • • • . - .. -
, ge^la^,i«onTcV let fte agency; . ;T-^ we decide there's a risk.--; .

X acUeUbby'smsulation issues -' with Zonolitt, from a policy.per- :
) as a special<^aiid.j>pteimaUj( ,vspecrivev;it makes seise that we .-.;
.'save the EPA from having to re- re-evaluate that for the rest of the
- 'i f • n ^-' i.. .•• zp' :t .^ni .Tt"T! - j»~: T»V . *n.̂ , |^y -jr;^ •"-'••* .v *^. •*••*•-

nad fioin QKUUuds^orTnwn sluV-;.-"
.1 - -1' •'• ' ™"*~ -•••''-
•\

•-.——~^--» .w~ f̂f-,̂ —°y- ' • * •-&:.' >i5P '̂ vse,
J- r Before fePVrfeiWij^'j^-c;,"

.Jjbby'i nfirS prbduced* targe
'jorfion oYuitwgrW's vijmiquv. ;
lite, whichV when heated and ex- .

tulaliqtt^GraceoperatiatJie;

venraiute fttbeniine te eaSuti

, 'U is unknown, how many,. •'•
bmes In the United StsitB are -:.

- -

licsin'the fact that Zonolite has': :

unsafe product. :• •/.-. .-. ; }; • • ' >
• -We'belieVeifSa'SalepniU''-;'

uct:" Corcoran said ' . ' " " ' • . ' • !
Grace officials uant to review |

EffCs scTcritific basis for the dec-
lar.iliojis-Corcoransad.-andte

........
stale "rejected claims tl
"sutation.was unsafe. ^

-Wewant lobe aUel
sfire we undefstarM-the s^ ^,

. . . . . ^J - . j. — • .1

ly PcnTiiiMu^'ni iwcvci^-beueves •'. ^
there^afC people 'who have been
sickened froin exposure ptimarjhj
:tg Zonoihejasulatipn. Be pointed
tome federal health study.lvmcli;
sBoWgsrvetalSick people had- '!

piama^r asbestos exposure only ';
through Zonolite. He also aid :
that te knows of workers soch as
dectridaroi sftfar
'"

say; j'[hationwKieJ art

said.
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^uOTattu^iaicV'insniitteivie^' Offiof of Solid Wasti

,4.cfr;£.,^sfcrrnej.
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